
  ISSUE BRIEF 

 
Contact Chris Stewart, Director of Advocacy and Government Affairs, at cstewart@aapmr.org. 

 

 
PRIORITIZE PHYSICIAN PAYMENT REFORM 

 
AAPM&R, along with the broader physician community, continues to be seriously concerned 
about the lack of stability in the Medicare Physician Fee Schedule (MPFS). Physicians are faced 
with annual scheduled cuts to the MPFS, making it increasingly difficult to maintain financially 
viable practices and threatening patient access to necessary medical care. Congressional action is 
urgently needed to permanently reform Medicare physician payment and protect reimbursement 
for vital services furnished by frontline healthcare providers. 
 
In recent years, Congress has frequently acted to avert or mitigate statutorily required payment 
cuts, cuts that would have been damaging to physician practices and limited access to care for 
Medicare patients if fully implemented. Unfortunately, Congress did not act to avert the cut to 
Medicare physician payment rates at the beginning of 2025, allowing a 2.83% cut to the Medicare 
conversion factor to go into effect. 
 
AAPM&R urges Congress to work with the physician community going forward to establish 
reliable, sustainable, positive updates to the MPFS annually and to provide stability for 
physicians and their patients.   
 

Medicare Reimbursement Compared to Inflation Since 2001 

 
Source: American Medical Association, 2025 National Advocacy Conference Action Kit 
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Medicare Provider Updates in 2025 

 
Source: American Medical Association, 2025 National Advocacy Conference Action Kit 

 
A bipartisan coalition of physician Members of Congress has introduced legislation in the 119th 
Congress that would reverse the latest round of Medicare payment cuts in order to provide 
immediate payment relief to stabilize physician practices and preserve access to care for Medicare 
patients.  
 
H.R 879, the Medicare Patient Access and Practice Stabilization Act of 2025, is being led by 
Representatives Greg Murphy, MD (R-NC-03), and Jimmy Panetta (D-CA-19), in coalition with 
more than 160 bipartisan Members of the U.S. House of Representatives, and has been endorsed 
by AAPM&R and the wider physician community. 
 
AAPM&R urges all Members of the House to cosponsor H.R. 879, the Medicare Patient 
Access and Practice Stabilization Act and to work with your colleagues and Congressional 
leadership to include it in any legislative package moving before the end of 2025.  
 

mailto:cstewart@aapmr.org

