Role of a Non-Physician in the Determination of the Patient's
Differential Diagnosis

In the practice of physiatry, a differential diagnosis requires an understanding of and integration of
multiple medical skills. Non-physicians can be actively involved in taking the patient's history and
in the performance of portions of the patient's physical examination. However, the determination
of a differential diagnosis requires a comprehensive understanding of the patient's physiology and
pathology and its relationship to electrodiagnostic, X-ray, laboratory and other diagnostic testing.

It is the position of the American Academy of Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation that the
determination of the differential diagnosis constitutes the practice of medicine and should only be
performed by a licensed physician.

Quality Assessment Subcommittee

Approved by Medical Practice Committee 5/93
Approved BOG 9/93

Approved BOG 8/2012

930954

aa

American Academy of

Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation 9700 W. Bryn Mawr Ave., Suite 200
Rosemont, lllinois 60018

nnnnn 877/AAPMR 99
info@aapmr.org www.aapmr.org




adaPMé&R

American Academy of

Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation 9700 W. Bryn Mawr Ave., Suite 200
Rosemont, lllinois 60018

phone 877/AAPMR 99
Physicians Adding Quality to I info@aapmr.org www.aapmr.org




